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 citizen is a member of a particular country who has rights because of 

Abeing born there or because of given rights; it could also mean a person 

who lives in a particular environment. Depending on the country, you can 

become a citizen of a country, either by birth, naturalization or marriage. 

WHO IS A CITIZEN?

WHAT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY 
OF A CITIZEN? 

C
itizen responsibility are the activities that are engaged in by the person 

that lives in a country for the development of that country.  The state is a 

collective house for both the leaders and the followers and there is a 

collective responsibility of all citizens to keep it running. A moral obligation to 

behave correctly towards set rules and regulations that govern a place. Citizens 

need to be enablers who are ready to make things happen, because without them 

acting, there would be a lot of decay in the system and this might eventually lead to 

a collapse of the system itself. 
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WHAT ARE THE RIGHTS OF A 
NIGERIAN CITIZEN?

Right to personal liberty;

Right to fair hearing;

Right to freedom of thought, conscience and religion;

Right to freedom of expression; 

Freedom of the media; 

Right of access to information; 

Freedom of association; 

Right of assembly, demonstration, picketing and petition; 

Political rights; 

Freedom of movement and residence; 

Right to economic and social rights (health, housing, food, water, 
social security & education); 

The rights of citizens are so many but we will list few of them. Every Nigerian 

citizen has the:

here are numerous things to be done before one can be regarded as an 

Tactive citizen. In this handbook, we will be highlighting  10 important things 

to become an active citizen. 

Payment of Tax: Tax is one of the civic duties of a citizen. This is amount paid to the 

government which is used to provide basic amenities such as good roads, free 

education, and more. Every employed citizen must pay tax and it is also the right of 

the citizen to ask how it is spent. #AskQuestions

10 THINGS TO DO TO BECOME 
AN ACTIVE CITIZEN

Right to life; 

Right to dignity; 

Right to privacy;



Ask Questions: As citizens, we must ask questions. This is the only way to know 

the necessary actions we need to take individually and collectively.

Register to Vote: Every country has a voting age when citizens can vote or be 

voted for. In Nigeria, every citizen has the right to vote at 18. This is a civic 

responsibility that has to be embarked upon to have a representation in 

government, this is always for the common good of the society.   

Allegiance: Every country expects undiluted loyalty from her citizens. As a citizen, 

there should be no room for questioning one’s allegiance. Citizens should 

collaborate with the law enforcement agencies to fight crime in the society.

Uphold the Constitution: The constitution is a country’s most important document 

and citizens should be willing to obey the laws of the country without question or 

hesitation.

Know your Rights: The constitution contains the rights and responsibilities of 

citizens. Every citizen must know their rights and must be ready to #AskQuestions 

if these rights are infringed upon.

Know and Engage your Representatives: Citizens should show interest in who is 

representing their constituency at the National Assembly. Citizens should engage 

them through quarterly town hall meetings, request for details of constituency 

projects and demand better representation though bills. 

Respect other Citizens’ Rights: Individual citizen’s rights do not exist in isolation 

but in connection with other citizens’ rights. It is  fundamental that we respect the 

rights of others and also help to uphold law and order as this will help us all 

demand the gains of democracy from the government.  

Participate in your Local Community: Citizenship demands action. As citizens, we 

must understand that, the way a family constitutes to make a community, a 

community also constitutes to make a society, and the society is what we call our 

country as a whole. Local participation includes community development efforts 

like volunteering, signing petitions, voting, joining pressure groups, and more. 
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Obey Federal, State and Local Laws: As citizens, we need to obey these laws as 

not to be committing civil disobedience; civil disobedience is the active, professed 

refusal of a citizen to obey certain laws of the state, and/or demands, orders and 

commands of the government, or of an occupying international power. Civil 

disobedience is always non-violent. 

WHO IS A COMMUNITY CHAMPION?

An active citizen who is willing to voluntarily give his/her time to engage fellow 

citizens in a discussion/exercise about their civic right, supporting them with 

information that will help them participate actively in civil activities and encourage 

them to demand accountability and transparency from elected representatives for 

improved service delivery in their community.

The Community Champion initiative was established by BudgIT--an organisation 

that seeks to bridge the gap between citizens and the government by entrenching 

civic education among rural and urban citizens to promote the knowledge to 

demand accountability and transparency from elected public officials, as well as to 

encourage active participation in civil exercise. It is executed on social media 

through  the websites  www.yourbudgit.com and www.tracka.ng and the hashtag 

#GetInvolved.

WHAT COMMUNITY CHAMPIONS DO 

Community Champions engage residents of their community on civic 

education and budget-related issues and provide feedback on the 

community engagement to Tracka officers.

Through detailed budget pamphlets, Community Champions sensitize and 

encourage members of their communities to take ownership of community 

projects.
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Community Champions liaise monthly with our Project Tracking Officers to 

organize town hall meetings in their respective communities where projects 

are nominated in the budget.

The Community Champions serve as an intermediaries between Tracka 

Officers and their communities in terms of community engagement.

WHAT YOU MUST DO NOW!!!

Be informed: Know government projects in your 

communities (visit www.yourbudgit.com) 

Follow up: Visit project sites to monitor project 

Engage: Talk to your elected representatives at 

both state and federal level. You can also mobilise 

community members to jointly write letters to your 

Write an FoI request: write to  the ministry/agency 

in charge of projects and request for a project 

update and implementation status.

Report: Let us know what you find by reporting 

any issues on www.tracka.ng 

Your community needs you. You are the champion that 
will transform your community. 
Be a Community Champion today. Send us a mail: 
info@tracka.ng or call us: +234-803-727-6668 

NOTE 
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www.tracka.ng @trackaNG info@tracka.ng
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